CH xxx.               VISIT  TO   THE CRIMEA                       401
" The spring was advancing in the second year of the war 1855 when I received Lord Raglan's invitation. I embarked without any unnecessary delay in the steamer Caradoc^ commanded by Captain Derriman, and landed after an easy passage in the 26 April narrow but picturesque harbour of Balaklava, which was then crowded with our shipping. Lord Raglan paid us the compliment of a visit, and I rode up to headquarters, the ladies remaining on board. The wretched state of the roads, which had been a principal source of suffering in winter, no longer existed.' I had sent up a thousand hired labourers from Constantinople as soon as I was at liberty to do so, and, what was more to the purpose, a number of navvies had recently arrived from England. In other respects as well as in this the pressure of unforeseen difficulties had ceased ; but the operations against Sevastopol made no marked progress, and plans of attack on other more distant points were suspended by considerations which did not originate on our side. Lord Raglan proposed that I should take part in the councils which were held between the respective commanders, but I thought it prudent to decline an honour that would convey with it a certain degree of responsibility and no adequate usefulness. He told me that it had been agreed in council to send an expedition to Kerch, but that his French colleague a few hours later had receded from the agreement: during my short visit Canrobert changed his mind about three times.1 A day or two after rny arrival a review of the French army took place. It was a very pleasing sight The troops appeared to be in excellent condition, and their gay well-ordered step in marching was prettily set off by the vivan-dieres, who, in smart costumes at each end of the lines, kept pace with the soldiers. I was so near their general that we could hold converse with each other while the march went on. So good an opportunity of saying a word in Lord Raglan's sense was not to be lost. I expressed my admiration of the gallant bearing and spirited movement of thd troops, with a hint in conclusion that it was a pity to delay their active employment against the enemy. The general replied in his
1 It is only fair to add that recent publications have traced Canrobert's vacillations to the direct interference of Louis Napoleon.
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